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Affairs of FRANCE: 


>urg’d from the Errors and Partiality of New/:Writers and 
2 Pett y-State/men, 


of all Sides. 


Re Have done with the Digreffion our Private 
_ § Errors forc’d me to; 1 return to the Sub- 
Am jek where I left off. 
{Lam upon the Article of our Trade with 
' France, or rather, their Trade with us; Ihave 
~“nored how at the beginning of the Rupture 
_ between the Kingdoms, the French Trade to 
England was carried vaftly to their Gain, and 
~ our Lofs, by reafon of the prodigious Export 
of their Liquids, Silks, &c. 
Before I go on farther with the Particulars of 
/ the prefent State ef this Trade, I am to fhew 
how ’tis fallen from being fo much to their Ad- 
vantage, to its being now as much to ours ; 
and here ’tis necefflary to Examine our own Af- 
fairs a little. a 
A Multitude of French Refugees thronging 
into this Nation, on Account of Religion, or 
on pretence of Religion, let the Uncharitable 
judge which way they pleale 5 thefe People 
being, generally peaking, all Mechanicks, fell 
immediately to Trade, in order to get Bread ; 
jome to one Employment, feme to another. 
As a great many of them fell upon our Wool- 
' ten Trade, fo they generally Enclin’d to Woik 


our Wooll into fuch kinds of Goods, as they | 


fad been accuftom’d to work on in their own 
C cuntries, rather than to fall. into our Manu- 
fatiures, whichthey did nocunderftand. From 
hence it appears, that among our Combers, 
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Wheel-fpinners, Broad-cloth, or Serge-makers, 
you have few or no French. 

The firit Efforc of the: French Refugees, was 
our thin Black Crapes, a. Manufaéture purely 
their own ; and I refer to the Memory ef Peo- 
ple Converfant in Trade, how. Univerfally it 
pleas'd our People ; fo that the leaft Quantity 
of Wooll, that ever was heard of ina Garment, 
fupplying the room of a Suit of Cloth, it be- 
came-a General Habit, and the Ladies of the 
beft Quality began-to appear in a. Gown and 
Petticoat under 25 Shillings ; till the Meannefs 
of the Price giving every Servant an Opporta- 
nity to beas fine as her Miftrefg,. it grew a little 
obfolete among the Women ; then the Men fell 
into it. It ferv’d Gentlemen for Waftcoats, all 
Men for Linings, and the Clergy for Gowns ; 
till an Unhappy Author, writing a Book, cail’d, 
Speculum Crape-Gownorum, tho’ the Book had 
no manner of regard tothe Vehicle of the 
Gown, bvt wasa Reply to, or rather Banter on 
Sic Roger L’Eftraxge’s Guide to the Inferiour 
Clergy; yet thefe Gentlemen took .the Hint,. 
and immediately took a Picque at the Grape- 
Gown, asa Type of an Inferior Clergyman, to 
the Irreparable Damage of the Innocent Ma- 
nufacture, which never recovered its ‘Reputa- 
tion tothis Day: But this by the by, 

As the French Refugees applied themfelves: 
to Induftry and Labour, they not only Inero- 

Stet. ducid 


ecaaia i-  , 


duc’d Alterations in our Manufaétares, by fet- 
ting up fuch forts of Woollen Goods, as were 
ri made in France; but, as in like Cafes it 
always happen’d, they begun to ere& fich 
French Magufaftures, as we ufed to have in 
great Quatttities from them ; {uch as Hats, Glafs, 
Peper, Luftrings, Canvas, Sail-clotb, and feve- 
ral forts of Wroughe Silks. 


_ The two firft of thefe we have abfolutely ma- 
fier’d, and brought them to fuch a Perfeétion, | 


as that in open Trade they are content to re- 


ceive them fromus3 and the other are in a. 


great meafure improv’d, and in.a Profpeét of 
Increafe. ; 


By this Method, five exceeding great Arti- 


cles of our Import from them are leffen’d, ifnot’ 


quite funk ; and here thofe Gentlemen, who cry 
out, Our Manufaatures fink, and are made A- 
broad, would do well to confider, Whether we 


do not daily Encreafe in making other Manufa- - 
ures, as wellas in. lofing fome Quantity of 


-our owns but thefle Flegmatick Gentlemen are 


for doing any Country Juftice, but their - 


own. 

The Manufa@ure of Giafs and Hats, we have. 
abfolutely and entirely made our own, as is be- 
fore noted ; and I think, I need not fpend my 
own, Time, or the Readers, to tell them, that 
Luftrings, or plain Black Silks, Paper and Sail- 
closh, are wonderfully Improv’d, vaft Quanti- 
ties of them made in England, and great Num- 
bers. of our Poor daily Employ’d in them ; ifany 
~Man requircs me to defcend to Particulars, I 


can Inform them of near so White-Paper Mills, 


which make now extraordinary aoe Paper for 
the Prefs, and for the Pew, which within thefe 

' few Years, was not to be found in this Nation. 
The Luftring Company can anfwerfor the Silks ; 
and the Multitude of Looms at work on Canvas 
and Sail-cloth, will prove much of the other. 

I wave here what ufe I could make of this 
matter, with refpeé to the fupplying our Peo- 
ple with Manufactures, obtain’d to this Nation 
by Encroachment from our Neighbours, as a 
thing remote from the purpofe : But thus far 
it anfwers the prefent Affair, thefe Articles 
have funk exceedingly our Import of Goods 
from France, 

Butthis was not all, as foon asthe firfk War 
broke out, the ftriét Prohibition of Wines and 
Brandies from France; and more particularly, 
the high Duties on thofe taken by Prize, put a 
Check to the vaft Impostations from thence ; 


-and fill’d the whole Nation with their Wines. 
Tis true, their Wines being heavy and ftrong 


“any. thing for Wine, than fall back into the old 


and that War holding fo exceeding long, the 
saci Merchants foon enlarg’d their Trade 


‘did not at firft pleafe, and we hanker’d after the 
old Ciaret of Bourdeaux ; but in time the Quan- 
tity wore off, and the Merchants found out . 
Ways and Means, either to bring the Portugal 
Wines to our Palates, or Cuftom brought our. 
Palates to the Wines; fo that we began to for- 
get the French Wines, and like the other well 
enough-———And fer this Reafon, I confefs, I 
fhould much rather the Aé&t againft Sophiftica~ 
ting of Wines fhould not pafs ; for we Trade in 
Wine fo much to our Advantage now, to what | 
we did before, that we had better drink almoft’ 


Channel of Trade, and buy them with our rea~ 
dy Money from France—It is a ftrange thing to- 
obferve, how Trade runs in Channels and Ed- 
dies, and will fometimes, like the Tides, fhift 
the Courfe, change the Streams, and remove or 
fix Banks and Sands here or there, and-on a fud« 
dain return tothemagain. | ike 

By thefe Turns of Affairs, the Channel of 


the Wine-Trade is quite fhifted from France to 


Portugal, and Spai. It is not for me te enter in- 
to the dark Doings of our Vinteners, Wines 
Coopers, and Brewing. Merchants. I am notex- 


-amining what Quantities of Syder, or Furnipe 


Fuice is ufed in that Wine wedrink. “Tis bet-_ 
ter for England we fhould drink all Turnip- 
Wine, orany Wine, than that we fhould drink. 
the beft Wine in Europe, and go back to Friamce-. 
for it. Fe: : 

At prefent the Guft to the Erench Wines is 
laid by,and the Grofs Draght of the whole Nati- 
on, is upon Portugal Wines ;-thefe the Ports- 
gueze fell us for our Manufattures, and take a 
large Quantity af Goods from us + and all-that 
ready Money we us’d to pay the French for their 
Wine, Brandy, aad Vinegars,.is fav’d in our. 
Pockets. | 

Upora the whole, it appears, that were we 
now aétually. at Peace with Fraxce, we fhould- 
not Import any of their Glafs, their Aats, or 
Luftrings, nota fifth part of the Wine, nor above 
a third of their Brandgs, nor half their Linens: 
and this great Alteration, muft of courfe, tura 
the Channel of Trade againft them *Tige 
true, they have prohibited. entirely. our Trade 
to them for Herrings, in time of Peace, and: 
laid high Duties on our Manufa@nres, but our 
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ars, our like, during the Interval of the laft Peace, they 
i2 Goods, our Corn, our Leather, and receiv’d from us fuch Prodigious Quantities, as 
much of our Wooll ; thefe Things they muft plainly turn’d the Scale of Trade on our fide, to 


ave, they will have, and they cannot be with- 
ut; and itis plain, that for thefe, and fuch 


aa 


THE Society being apply’d to froma Gen- 
§tleman of the Army, in moving Terms, 
ould not delay their taking his Cafe into Con- 
deration, tho’ fomething, out of turn. 


fe. R, 
Ama Young Man, of a Generous and Sober 
| Education 5 but my Fortune proving infuffici- 
s, 1 am neceffitated to the Army, in ay En- 
s Poft, for a Mainsenance. Where, becaufe 
an neither Swear nor Drink,] am expos d so fome 
Affronts from the Majfters of shofe Arts—And 
wo among the reft now Challeng’d to. a Duel, wbich 
T have declin'd, as queftioning she Lawfulnefs ; 
mbereupon be threatens to expofe me, which will 
a thing of no fmall Prejudice to my Affairs. 
e Sir, I would defire a fpeedy An{wer, what 
Method you'd advife meto take, and accordingly I 
foal a8. 1 am, 


Sir, Your Servant, 

a D. D. 
This being a weighty Cale, occafioned the 
following Refolves ; 

ood The Society declare. they think it hard, 
that ic thould be thought hard, thata Young 
Gentleman well Educated, fhould be forc’d to 
so into the Army ; ‘tis pity the Army, in a 
Saute fo good too, and a War fo juft, thould 
not be a School of Vertue, as wellas Arms. 

- But they crave leave to raife fome Objections 
againft the Complaint in this Gentleman 3 and 
faving his Honor, they cannot think the Terms 
Se rhe cannot Imagine any Man im the Ar- 
my will-affront another for not Swearing ; or 
that if he did, all the reft of the Gentlemen in 
the Army would concern themfelves to prevent 
a Quarrel fo Ridiculous: For Example, If a 
Mad Man of the Swearing Rank, fhould come 
and fay to you, G D——— je, you are 
an Unfafbicnable Dog , you can't Swear, ad dew 
mand Satisfaction ; we cannot but do the reft of 
the Gentlemen that Juit:,. That the worlt 
Swearer in the Army. would laugh at him for it 
And fo, Sir,, fhould: yous. 


a great Value. ss 


—— 


~ Avpvice from the Scandal. CLups. 


Now you fay you are Challeng’d to a Duels 
but as your Letter implies, it ss for not Drink- 
ing or Swearing ; we with you would Have 
been pleas’d to have mention’d the Caufe, in 
which Cafe the Anfwer would have been more 
Particular: But taking it as it is ; 

1. The Society allow, Sir, it an Unlawful 
A&, and you ought not to give or accept a 
Challenge. 

2. The Lives of our Gentlemen ought to be 
expos'd to no fuch hazard, but for the Service 
of their Country. ; 

But what muft you do? That is, in a:Soldi- 
ers Words, How muft you maintain your Ho- 
nour 

They Anfwer, A Man may asa Soldier, main= 
tain his Honour and Charatter without Duel- 
ling, thefe feveral ways. 

1. By a forward Bravery, upon all Occafions, 
when commanded upon Service 3 this diftine 
guifhes him as a Man of Courage, and effe@tu- 
ally Guards him from any Reproachs 

2. Bya Courteous, Obliging, Gentlemanlike 
Behaviour; avoiding all Occafions of Quarret, 
and giving no juft Provocation.” 

3--If forc’d into.a Broil, always to be on the 
Defenfive. 

4. If Challeng’d, openly refufe to meet ; 
make Regular Complaint to your Superior OF 
ficers. 

5+ Always be ready to defend your Life with 
the fame Bravery and Courage, as becomes a 
Man of Honour, in the Face of his Enemies: 
and ’tis humbly fuppofed, in thefe Cafesa-Man 
may preferve both his Life and his. Honour in 
the Army, without either Drinking, Swearing, 
or Duelling. 


“THE-Society having been apply’d to,: by-a 
aE Diftrefs’d Lady, ina very Niceand Dif 
ficult Cafe, could:do no lefs than afford the. bef 
Relief they can, and: which:they think fuitable. 
in Cafes of. like Emergency 


Génticmen; 


as ee 
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Geatlemen, : : 

Am 4 Young Lady, and am Intollerably plagu'd 

with «Dull Lover; I am in greet Want of your 
‘Advice in the Cafe: And that you may nos think I 
srifiz with you, I bere, fend you « Sample of bis 
Poztry ; in which, f rbink, 1 bave not deviated 
from any of bis Elegansies ; Quantities, &C 
~ Ue Sol in Celis, ut Lux in Sole videtur 3 

Sic vultus in vultu & Habitatio tua. 

So plane as is the Som amidft tke Heaven, 

Or Lite in it for to be feen by Men; 

So planely Virtue tz your hae does foine, 

So planely, Maiam, you are all devine. 

Madam, Your. Eternity Adorer. 
Dec. 1 $- Gemlemen, Yours, . 

1704 oer ~~ Mefpers- 

This poor Lady is icdeed ia a DeplorableCen- 
dition, if it bea Lady; but whether the. Story 
be real, as to the Party, the Moral is, mighty 
ufeful, and may ferve fora Looking-glafs to our 
Young, Whining, Canting, Adoring Lovers, 
that are for making Angels of their -Miftreffes 
firft, and Slaves of them after. 

As to giving this Perfon Advice, the Society 
cannot think fhe needs it 5 but.if fhe does, they 
are of Opinion, 

She fhould tell him, the will takea little time 
to confider of it; and if he defires to obtain 
her,he fhould ftepto School for 4 or § Years to 
learn his Hornbook, and get Ovid de Arte A- 
mandi, without-book, bactward 3 and by that 
time fhe will be difpos’d to be his humble Ser- 


vant. 
He following Letter is Inferted, not ia or- 
der to anAnfwer,but to let Gentlemen fee 
how hardly they treat our Poor Society, that 
like a wifer D————] they fhould be defir’d to 
tell the Dream, and the /nserpretation too. 
-To the Scandal. Club. 
Gentlemen, 
Have taken a great deal of Pleafure in reading 
your Determination of Scrupulous Cafes ; and 
this makes me bold 10 ask your Fudgment in one of 
my own. J am miferably perplex'd with an Un- 
bappy Love : Ibave fer my AffeBions upon  Per- 
fon shat I can’s poffibly as prefent obtain ; as the 
Flame of my Love was at firft bindled by ber, fe 
foe ber feif bas ever fince encourag’d it: Circum- 
flances are, at prefent, om both fides Umfortungte ; 
tho’ we both are willing to Marry, there is an une 
bappy Baulk, that neit ¢, or J, are ableto re- 
move. You need not tell me, 1am to blame, for 
fixing my Thoughts upon fa remote an Enjeyment, 


MDCCIV. 


prevents ; and ’tis beyond -our Underftanding 


Decemb. 

22d. a KC 
Here’s 2 Gentleman tells us, he is in Love 
but cannot Marry, becaufe of an Obftacle nei- 
ther Party can remove ; we muft not blame 
him for Loving where he cannot expeét to Er 
joy 3 nor we muft not be told the Obftacle tha 


to give Direétion; where we know not the Cir- 
cumftances : ,"Twould be rude to fay, If the. 
Sentleman cannot have her, he muit let her’ 
alone; and yet we really fee no other Matter 
before us ; fo we refer the Gentleman to giving 
_ Inftruétions; and publifh the Circume | 
nce to prevent Mankind taking us for Conje- : 
rers for the future. ; 
He Gentleman that fent a Letter to the 
Society, Sign’d A. A. and another 7 

who fent a Letter, Sign’d F. At. are defir'd t 
take Notice, The Author thinks their Cafe: 
Merit Private, rather than Publick Anfwers 3 
in which, if they pleafe to call at Mr.Matshews’s,, 
they may be further ia) d. a | 

Coca M5 ; nt a Letter to the Soe 
Ciety,Sign’d F.L. dated, Red- See 

is defir'd to fend us another aS ty 
ing loft, or miflaid. © : pi | 


ADVERTISEMENT, 


o".”T He Royal Effence for the Hair of the Head 
T and Perriwigs, being the moft delicate and 
charming Perfume in Nature, and the greatest! 
Preferver of Hair ia the World, for it keeps that! 
of * erriwigs (a much longer time than ufual ) in} 
a paiva ae — fading or changing} 
colour, es air H row t 
ftrengthens and confirms its Rootsani efeciwally 
prevents it from falling off or fplitting at the} 
ends,x the Powder continue in all Hair longer! 
than it poffibly will, by the ufe of any other thing., 
By its incomparable Odour and Fragancy it} 
{trengthens the Brain, revives the Spirits, quickens 
the Memory, and makes the Heart chearful, never 
raifes the Vapours in Ladies,¢¢. being wholly free! 
from ( and abundantly more delighttul and plea- 
fantthan ) Musk, Civet, 6c. Tis indeed an une 
pie fine Scent for the Pocket, and perfumes: 
andkerchiefs, @c. excellently. To be had only’ 
ox Mr. aa : ae at the Blue-Coat 
gaindt the Royel Exchange in Cornbill, 
25.6d.a Bottle with Directions, ass | 
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